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[Full Name]
Member of the Legislative Assembly
[Constituency Name]
[Office Address Line 1]
[Office Address Line 2]

Sent via email: [MLA.email@assembly.ab.ca]

RE: Partnering with Parents and Updating Library Funding in [Constituency]

Dear [Mr./Ms./Mx.] [Last Name],
I am writing as [Chair/CEO] of [Library Name] in [Community], which serves your constituents every day with literacy programs, internet access, job-search support, resources for newcomers, and comfortable spaces for families and seniors. I would welcome a brief meeting to discuss how we can work together to address concerns around children’s access to developmentally appropriate library materials and ensure our provincial operating grant reflects the needs of [Constituency].
Supporting parents and children today, and in the future
We know there is growing public discussion about children’s access to library materials and the role of parents, guardians and public institutions. We share the goal of ensuring that children are accessing developmentally appropriate resources, and we want to reassure you that our library already operates within strong framework centered on both intellectual freedom and parental responsibility. 
· Our collection is managed under Board-approved policies aligned with provincial legislation and regulation. We also maintain a formal request for reconsideration process that allows any resident to raise concerns about specific items in a transparent, structured way.
· We also put parents and guardians in the driver’s seat by making them responsible for their children’s use of the library. When a child receives a library card, a parent or guardian acts as the guarantor. Our role is to support them, not replace them. To that end, we provide practical tools to help families stay informed and involved, including but not limited to shared account access, options to set internet permissions for children’s accounts and more. Our staff are also training to help families find age-appropriate materials and to handle concerns respectfully. 
We also understand that Albertans want to see that their institutions are responsive. To that end, our library, along with others across the province, is prepared to take further, practical steps to strengthen our partnership with parents and caregivers, while respecting local governance and community diversity.
· In the coming year, we are committed to reviewing and refreshing our policies in line with best practices to ensure they clearly define the respective roles of parents/guardians and the library, and that they remain consistently applied. We will also ensure the information is visible to the public by highlighting them on our website, registration materials, and in-branch materials, including a clear “Parents and Caregivers” statement that explains how we support families and what they can expect.
· At the same time, we will strengthen staff training, so employees are well equipped to support intellectual freedom-related discussions, provide age-appropriate readers’ advisory, and work constructively with parents when questions or concerns arise. Within privacy and technical constraints, we will also explore enhanced family tools, such as improved family account features or optional notifications, to make it easier for parents to stay informed about their children’s use of the library.
We believe these steps offer a made-in-Alberta, practical approach that allows government and our library to support parents and kids, without resorting to one-size-fits-all provincial rules that could unintentionally undermine local decision-making and the day-to-day work our staff already do.
Updating the provincial operating grant
At the same time, our ability to deliver on these commitments depends on a sustainable funding model. The provincial per-capita operating grant for public libraries has been essentially frozen for many years, even as Alberta’s population has grown, and inflation has increased costs. Today, provincial support is calculated on outdated population figures, which means we are serving more people with fewer real resources.
Municipalities, and ultimately local property taxpayers, now shoulder the majority of library operating costs. Recognizing this pressure, both Alberta Municipalities (ABmunis) and the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) have passed resolutions at their most recent conventions asking the Government of Alberta to update the operating grant to reflect current population and restore its real value.
For [Library Name] and the people of [Constituency], an updated provincial grant would mean:
· Stable staffing levels so we can continue to offer programs that support early literacy, workforce readiness, and seniors.
· Capacity to maintain and improve the digital tools and systems that help parents monitor and guide their children’s use of the library.
· Less pressure on municipal budgets, freeing local councils to focus their limited dollars on other essential services.
Request for a meeting
I would very much appreciate 30 minutes of your time, either at the Legislature or here at [Library Name], to:
1. Share local examples of how our library supports families, literacy, and economic participation in [Constituency].
2. Walk you through the policies and tools we already have in place to support parents and guardians, as well as the additional steps we are prepared to take.
3. Discuss how an updated provincial operating grant would help us keep pace with growth and deliver on these commitments.
Thank you for your service to the people of [Constituency] and for considering this request. I look forward to the possibility of meeting with you as we work toward our shared mission of building stronger communities.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Title, e.g., Chair, Board of Trustees / Chief Executive Officer]
[Library Name]
[Phone Number]
[Email Address]
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