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	How to Use This Template
This template is designed for trustees who want to submit a letter to the Premier and / or Minister. Replace [BRACKETED TEXT] with personal details and format on appropriate system letterhead. Writers may use their own words rather than copying verbatim - personal, authentic letters are far more effective than form submissions.




[On library board letterhead]

[Date]

Hon. Danielle Smith
Premier of Alberta
307 Legislature Building
10800 – 97 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6

Hon. Dan Williams
Minister of Municipal Affairs
320 Legislature Building
10800 – 97 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6

Sent via email to: premier@gov.ab.ca; minister.municipalaffairs@gov.ab.ca


Re: Bill 28 and Local Library Governance


Dear Premier Smith and Minister Williams,

On behalf of the [Library Name] Board, we are writing to share our concerns regarding Bill 28, the Municipal Affairs and Housing Statutes Amendment Act, and its implications for public libraries and local governance in Alberta.

Library boards are publicly appointed bodies responsible for local governance, policy oversight, and ensuring public library services reflect the needs and values of the communities they serve. Boards are also responsible for upholding intellectual freedom and ensuring professional standards guide library operations. 

Bill 28 represents a significant shift away from Alberta’s long-standing model of locally governed, community‑responsive public libraries by centralizing decisions about access and expanding provincial oversight at the expense of local board authority and professional judgment.

Public libraries already support parental responsibility through curated collections, local policies, trained staff, and established request for reconsideration processes. Imposing province‑wide rules that restrict access to library materials constitutes censorship, regardless of whether materials remain physically present in library buildings and creates new barriers to lawful access for adults and youth alike.

As trustees, we are particularly concerned about the governance, privacy, and operational impacts of Bill 28. Proposed requirements related to age verification, inspection, or staff gatekeeping risk undermining the confidentiality of library use, creating inequities for families and caregivers, and placing unworkable burdens on libraries that operate with limited staff and resources. While library boards remain legally accountable for library services, Bill 28 shifts meaningful decision-making authority away from boards and professional staff, creating a clear misalignment between responsibility and authority.

We believe there is an opportunity for a more targeted and collaborative approach, one that addresses concerns about age-appropriate access while respecting parental responsibility, protecting privacy, and preserving the role of locally appointed library boards. We respectfully urge the Province to pause implementation of Bill 28 and engage directly with public libraries, library boards, and municipalities before proceeding further.

Thank you for your consideration. We remain committed to constructive dialogue and to ensuring strong, trusted public libraries for all Albertans.

Respectfully,

[Name]

Chair, [Library Name] Board

cc:

Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs 
Director, Public Library Services Branch

[copy emails to jonah.mozeson@gov.ab.ca; diana.davidson@gov.ab.ca; kerry.anderson@gov.ab.ca]
[libraries are also encouraged to cc their local MLA(s)]
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